Death of Earl Haig                                    in
disabled ex-Service men employed at the British Legion Poppy
Factory, who live on the factory's housing estate.
Earl Haig chatted to the Scouts and Cubs in his customary
quiet but genial fashion, and afterwards made a speech that
proved to be his last public utterance. He said:
" I wish to thank you very much for the very kind welcome
you have accorded myself and Lady Haig. I have come to the
enrolment ceremony and have become the patron of the troop
because I want to encourage the British Legion spirit in the rising
generation, and also because I wish, to support the splendid work
which has been carried on by the Scout movement which teaches
boys to be good citizens and to be proud of being members of
the British Empire.
" It is essential that the young should be taught the meaning
of Empire and the sacrifices that their fathers have made for it.
" I ask you boys always to play the game and to try and realise
what citizenship and public spirit really mean. When you grow
up, always remember that you belong to the great Empire,
and when people speak disrespectfully of England always stand
up and defend your country."
It was remarked that the Field-Marshal was not looking
well; he had consulted a doctor in Edinburgh only a few days
earljjer; and proposed to see another medical man in London in
order to learn whether he might travel to the Riviera.
Alas! The Great Reaper intervened, - and answered the
question in that grim, inexorable manner from which there is
no human appeal.
On Sunday night, when Earl Haig was retiring to rest at
21, Prince's Gate, he collapsed while sitting on the edge of the
bed. He did not lose consciousness and did not realise that it
was the end. Death, however, occurred very quickly before a
doctor could be summoned. The only members of his family
present were Captain Haig, his brother, and Mr. and Mrs.